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NWS Spring Flood Outlook for Iowa

        Important Updates
➔ Second spring flood outlook.

Key Messages
➔ Near to below normal spring flood threat 

for the state.
➔ Future weather–including amount, 

frequency and extent of precipitation as 
well as rate of snowmelt–can be big 
factors in any potential spring flood 
threat.

Next Scheduled Briefing
➔ None scheduled at this time.

NEW
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Future weather–including amount, frequency and extent of precipitation as well as 
rate of snowmelt–can be big factors in any potential spring flood threat.

River Spring Flood Risk

Mississippi River above Rock River (in Illinois) Near to Slightly Above Normal

Mississippi River below Rock River (in Illinois) Near to Slightly Above Normal

Missouri River Below Normal

Tributaries to Mississippi River in Eastern Iowa Near to Below Normal

Tributaries to Mississippi River in Central Iowa Near to Below Normal

Tributaries to Missouri River in Iowa Below Normal

National Weather Service 2022 Spring Flood Outlook Schedule
Thursday, February 10, 2022
Thursday, February 24, 2022

Thursday, March 10, 2022
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Precipitation % of Normal
Past 30 Days

Very dry across much of Iowa

https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/nwscr/30dPNormNWSCR.png
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Temperature Dep from Normal
Past 30 Days

Near to below normal across much 
of Iowa, except the west

https://hprcc.unl.edu/products/maps/acis/nwscr/30dTDeptNWSCR.png
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River Levels

Near normal stream flows, 
with some below normal

https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa01d_nwc&st=ia
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Soil Moisture Percentile

Near to below normal across Iowa

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
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Drought Monitor–National

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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Drought Monitor–Iowa

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_ia_trd.png
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Snowpack
Water Equivalent & Depth vs. Normal, 2/23
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Snowpack
Water Equivalent & Depth vs. Normal, 2/23/2021
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Frost Depth
Frost Depth on 2/23
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8-14 Day Temperature Outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif
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8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814prcp.new.gif
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Monthly Temperature Outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off14_temp.gif
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Monthly Precipitation Outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off14_prcp.gif
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Drought Outlook

Drought conditions expected to 
persist

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.png
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Ice Jam Climatology
By Month
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Ice Jam Climatology
By Date
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Spring Flood Outlook Factors
As of 2/23

Factor Contribution to Flood Risk

Streamflow/Stream Levels Neutral

Soil Moisture Neutral to Decreased Risk

Snowpack Neutral; Decreased Risk Western 1/3

Frost Depth Neutral to Increased Risk

Monthly Temp Outlook Neutral

Monthly Precip Outlook Neutral to Increased Risk (especially 
Eastern Iowa)
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Future weather–including amount, frequency and extent of precipitation as well as 
rate of snowmelt–can be big factors in any potential spring flood threat.

River Spring Flood Risk

Mississippi River above Rock River (in Illinois) Near to Slightly Above Normal

Mississippi River below Rock River (in Illinois) Near to Slightly Above Normal

Missouri River Below Normal

Tributaries to Mississippi River in Eastern Iowa Near to Below Normal

Tributaries to Mississippi River in Central Iowa Near to Below Normal

Tributaries to Missouri River in Iowa Below Normal

National Weather Service 2022 Spring Flood Outlook Schedule
Thursday, February 10, 2022
Thursday, February 24, 2022

Thursday, March 10, 2022
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Thank You

NWS Offices in Iowa
➔ Des Moines – 515-270-4501
➔ weather.gov/desmoines

➔ Quad Cities, IA/IL – 563-391-6729
➔ weather.gov/quadcities

➔ Sioux Falls, SD – 605-330-4247
➔ weather.gov/siouxfalls

➔ Omaha, NE – 402-359-5732
➔ weather.gov/omaha

➔ La Crosse, WI – 608-784-8275
➔ weather.gov/lacrosse

http://weather.gov/desmoines
http://weather.gov/quadcities
http://weather.gov/siouxfalls
http://weather.gov/omaha
http://weather.gov/lacrosse

